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At the New England Foundation for the Arts,
we believe that one of the roles of the arts is to
make the invisible, visible. We also believe that

it is not the responsibility of those who have
been made invisible to remind us that they are
still here. Therefore, as a committed ally, NEFA
acknowledges that the ground on which we work
is the traditional land of the Massachuset and
Wampanoag people; we honor their ancestors
past, present, and future, and recognize their
continued existence and contributions to

our society.

NEFA also acknowledges that all the places where
our distributed staff live and work, and where we
provide support and hold events, are Indigenous
lands. We offer our respect to the Elders — past,
present, and future.
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IMAGE CREDITS

Front Cover: National Dance Project (NDP)-supported
slowdanger, by Allina Yang; NDP-supported Urban
Bush Women, photo by Woolser Delisfort; Public Art
for Spatial Justice-supported Louis D. Brown Peace
Institute's Peace Poles, by Ruth Henry.

At left (top-bottom): NEFA Staff; Public Art for Spatial
Justice-supported Louis D. Brown Peace Institute's Peace
Poles, by Luis Antonio Thompson; New England States
Touring (NEST)-supported Next Stage Arts Project
presents Crocodile River, by Kelly Fletcher; New England
Dance Fund-supported Tristan Koepke, by MK Ford;
NDP-supported Jasmine Hearn, by Jakayla Monay.

Page 2 (I-r): New England Dance Fund-supported Lauren
Horn, photo by Kate McCabe; Public Art for Spatial
Justice-supported Inquilinos Boricuas en Accién (IBA),
“Diaspora Colors: Dejando Huellas,” by Bryan Lasky.

Page 6-7 (I-r): ArtsHERE-supported Castle of Our Skins,
by Ciyadh Wells; Center Stage artists Ethiocolor, by
Bailey Holiver; Public Art for Spatial Justice supported
Andre Strongbearheart Gaines Jr. “Indigenous Village
Site in Nipnet,” by Scott Foster Photography; and Idea
Swap 2023, photo by Jeffrey Filiault/NEFA.

Back Cover: NDP-supported Adia Tamar Whitaker, by
India Basin; NEST-supported Sandglass Theater presents
Les Sage Fous, by Marianne Duval; and NEST-supported
Bombyx Center for Arts + Equity presents Orchestre
Tout Puissant Marcel Duchamp, by Cedric Pilard at Story
Eyed Media.
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A YEAR OF GROWTH AND
GRATITUDE WITH NEFA

Dear Friends,

As | reflect on my first year as Executive Director of NEFA, it is
my pleasure to share with you the achievements of our fiscal
year 2024. This has been a remarkable year of growth, learning,
and deepened connections, and | am immensely grateful for your
support and collaboration.

Reflecting on this journey, | am reminded of the words of

Nora Chipaumire, a National Dance Project recipient: “NEFA's
commitment to diversity and inclusion was evident, providing a
platform to uplift underrepresented voices in the arts.”

| am especially thankful for the passion and steadfast
commitment of the NEFA staff. Their experience, ideas, and
relationships with the field are the backbone of our successes.

The New England Foundation for the Arts envisions a nation
where artists flourish and communities celebrate art as
essential to a thriving, equitable society. We invest in artists
and communities and foster equitable access to the arts,
enriching the cultural landscape in New England and the nation.

In fiscal year 2024, NEFA:

* Awarded 485 grants to artists and cultural organizations in
New England and across the nation, totaling over $4.7 million,
to support new works for dance and theater, performing arts
presenters, and public art.

* Celebrated the first anniversary of the re-launched
CreativeGround.org, the go-to place to connect to New
England’s creative economy.

* Emphasized our cultural policy work, strengthening
relationships with state arts advocacy organizations, connecting
with our legislators, and endorsing values-aligned policies.

* Held the Celebration of Leadership amidst an April nor'easter
in Boston, celebrating the six inaugural New England Leaders of
Color fellows and fostering new connections.

* Launched a strategic planning process focusing on the next
five years of NEFA's programming and services, emphasizing
emerging themes of equity and social impact.

I invite you to explore NEFA's values-driven work in these
pages, and | hope you'll continue to join us in pursuing our bold
endeavors.

With much appreciation,

Harold Steward
Executive Director


https://CreativeGround.org

VISION

NEFA contributes to a nation where artists
flourish and communities celebrate art as
essential to a thriving, equitable society.

VALUES

» Artists & the creative process
» Equity, diversity, inclusion, & accessibility

» Knowledge building & sharing

=
» Leadership : « /
y X
» Partnership M '
4/
Public funding for the art !
» Public funding for the arts ! /

Learn more at nefa.org/about/mission-values-history
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NEST-supported Firstworks presen!ts_
MASARY Studios, by Erin X. Smigeréf !



https://www.nefa.org/about/mission-values-history

NEST-supported Wilbury Theatre Group
presents Jesse Hawley and James Stanley,
courtesy of Wilbury Theatre Group
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GRANTS & PROGRAMS:

INVESTING IN ARTISTS & COMMUNITIES

NEFA connects artists and cultural organizations
to opportunities, local economies to artists to
equitably build and strengthen the arts and
culture sector in New England, the U.S., and
beyond. Through grants, convenings, online tools,
and research, NEFA continues a nearly 50-year
history of developing partnerships and programs
supporting the arts.

“...Receiving a NDP Production Grant absolutely
helped me secure other funding...As a reputable
funder, NEFA's support of the project suggests to

other funders that Blood Baby is worthy of serious

consideration and provides a significant boost of
confidence for those considering the project.”

Meg Foley
National Dance Project grant recipient

Learn more about NEFA's grant recipients at www.nefa.org

Center Stage™ Bringing contemporary international
performing artists into direct contact with people across a
wide range of U.S. communities through this cultural exchange
program of the U.S. Department of State

Creative Economy Highlighting and quantifying the New
England creative sector, primarily through CreativeGround,
a dynamic directory that celebrates the vital work of

New England’s artists, creatives, culture bearers, cultural
organizations, and creative businesses and shares data with
local, state, and national partners.

National Dance Project Supporting the creation and U.S.
touring of new dance projects and field-building initiatives
for dance.

National Theater Project Supporting the creation and touring
of U.S. based, devised ensemble theater projects through direct
funding and cultivation of an informed, interactive network of
ensembles, artists, and presenters throughout the field.

New England Grant Programs & Initiatives Grants and
convenings supporting New England organizations to present
performing, film, and literary artists and connecting artists
and presenters to resources and networks and, in partnership
with the Regional Arts Organizations, grants supporting
organizations and individuals to increase capacity and expand
their practices.

Public Art Supporting the evolving field of public art through
grantmaking and field-building collaborations, inspiring more
vibrant public spaces and public life throughout the region.


https://www.nefa.org/grants-programs/grant-programs
https://www.nefa.org

HIGHLIGHTS
FROM 2024

Historically underserved communities
frequently have reported lower arts
participation rates than other groups.
To address this disparity and understand
the dynamics, the National Endowment
for the Arts, in partnership with South
Arts and in collaboration with the five
other U.S. Regional Arts Organizations
(RAOs), launched ArtsHERE, a new grant
to expand access to arts participation
across the nation through capacity-
building projects and peer-learning to
further support organizational goals.
The 112 awards were announced in
September 2024.

“Everyone should be able to live
an artful life, and ArtsHERE is an
important step in ensuring we are
strengthening our nation’s arts
ecosystem to make this a reality.”

Maria Rosario Jackson, PhD
Chair of the National
Endowment for the Arts.

Launched in 2012 by the U.S.
Department of State and NEFA, Center
Stage leverages the power of the
performing arts to transcend boundaries,
encourages people to dynamically
engage with cultures other than their
own, and delivers lasting impacts in

the U.S. and abroad. Despite residual
complications to the presenting field
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 63
artists in nine music, dance, and

theatre ensembles from five countries
toured the U.S. from June to November
2023. They engaged in high quality
artistic performances and impressive
deep interactions with a range of
communities, including youth, diasporic,
and Indigenous, across the nation.



“Ethiocolor put on a virtuosic
evening of music and dance,

but they also gave us a dose of
much-needed ‘medicine,’ a word
Melaku Belay used recently on a
Facebook post to describe their
art...In the face of the painful and
harrowing experience of being
human, they gave us all a lesson
in the transformational and
radical nature of joy.

The Independent Review Crew
Qakland, CA, on Ethiocolor,
Center Stage Season 7 ensemble

STRENGTHEN

The 21st annual Idea Swap, an event for
New England-based nonprofit cultural
organizations and touring artists to
network and share ideas for touring
projects, took place in a new venue, the
Nashua Center for the Arts, in Nashua,
NH. The Idea Swap is the primary way
for the sector in New England to network
and engage in person and includes
informal networking, five-minute
presentations of projects available

for New England-wide touring, and
facilitated small groups to discuss project
ideas, including those that may qualify for
funding from NEFA's programs. Pre- and
post-event conversation and networking
takes place on a digital platform, offering
additional opportunities to build
connections.

“The Idea Swap is a connective
event that invites artists,
presenters, and programmers
to get a true sense of what is
happening in the New England
performing arts world. It's a
moment to put your finger on
the pulse of the performing arts
pipeline.”

past Idea Swap attendee
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ABOUT NEFA
SUPPORTING ARTISTS & COMMUNITIES
IN NEW ENGLAND AND BEYOND

Founded in 1976, NEFA is one of six regional arts
organizations (RAOs) working in partnership with the
National Endowment for the Arts and the state arts agencies
to support arts programs on a regional basis. RAOs were
created by state arts leaders in partnership with the National
Endowment for the Arts and the private sector in order to
transcend state boundaries and give the public access to

a greater and richer variety of arts experiences.

Today, NEFA's programs are regional, national, and
international in scope, supporting artists and communities
through grants and other resources including workshops,
convenings, research, and online tools.

National Theater Project-supported Baba Israel
and Grace Galu, by Maria Baranova

ﬁ‘}l.

B Foundations, Corporations,
& other Government

mm National Endowment for the Arts
State Arts Agencies

Individuals
Earned income
Interest & dividend income

mm Grants
Program Services
B Administration
Communications & Development




STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

ASSETS

Cash 5,350,828
Contributions, grants and other receivables 13,458,795
Investments, short-term and long-term 18,312,208
Fixed assets 513,793
Other assets 123,877
Total assets 37,759,501
TOTAL ASSETS 37,759,501

LIABILITIES

Accounts payable and accrued expenses 144,869
Grants payable 5,928,785
Fiscal agent payable 59,809
Total liabilities 6,133,463
NET ASSETS

Unrestricted 556,707
Board designated funds 16,809,905
Temporarily restricted 14,259,426
Total net assets 31,626,038
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 37,759,501

O

OPERATING STATEMENT

REVENUE & SUPPORT

Contributions and grants 11,365,522
Service fees and other income 123,000
Interest and dividends 35,000
TOTAL REVENUE AND SUPPORT 11,523,522

PROGRAM EXPENSES

Grants and related services 7,093,109
Program services 2,364,832
Total program expenses 9,457,941
ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES

Administrative and general 1,393,836
Communications and development 640,116
Total administrative expenses 2,033,952
TOTAL EXPENSES 11,491,893
NET OPERATING SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) 31,629

The numbers presented in this report were unaudited at the time
of printing. A complete set of audited financials is available on our
website or upon request from NEFA's Development Department,
development@nefa.org, 617-865-1846.

For the most current list of funders and partners, visit nefa.org.



mailto:development@nefa.org
https://www.nefa.org
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FUNDERS & PARTNERS

From June 2023 through May 2024,
NEFA was generously supported by

the following:

E Barr .
Foundation

Mellon
Foundation

Wallace'r"

The Boston
Foundation th

S Arts

b commission
Mass
Cultural

IV@ Council

RISCA

RHODE ISLAND STATE
COUNCIL ON THE ARTS

KEY

)]

DORIS DUKE
FOUNDATION

encowniewt= ARTS
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—_————————ants.gov

HENEY
FOUNDATION

H

CONNECTICUT
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New Hampshire

State Council on the Arts
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Represents full amount of multi-year grant(s)

o Includes a donation to the Rebecca Blunk Fund

$2,000,000 +

Barr Foundation

Doris Duke Foundation

Mellon Foundation

U.S. Department of
State’s Bureau of
Educational and
Cultural Affairs

The Wallace Foundation

$1,000,000 +

National Endowment
for the Arts

$50,000 +

Massachusetts
Cultural Council

$25,000 +

Aliad Fund at The
Boston Foundation

The Henry Luce
Foundation

$10,000 +

Connecticut Department
of Economic
and Community
Development, Office
of the Arts
Eastern Bank Foundation
John and Mary-Beth Henry
Maine Arts Commission
New Hampshire State
Council on the Arts
Rhode Island State
Council on the Arts
Vermont Arts Council
Mary and Ted Wendell

$5,000 +

Alan and Saralynn Allaire
Amy and Lee Ellsworth
Ivadn Espinoza-Madrigal
Erinn King
Stetson Marshall
Medzown
Sara Coffey and

David Snyder

$2,500 +

Anonymous,
Vermont Community
Foundationm

Marcie Hershman o

The James E. Robinson
Foundation

The Michael and Janet
Rogers Foundation

The Sholley Foundation

$1,000 +

Dr. Kamesh Ramakrishna
Aiyer and Ms. Geeta
Bhide Aiyer

Flather Family Fund

Income Research +
Management

Liana Krupp

Alyce Lee

Monica A. McCarthy

Larry Simpson

Harold Steward

Trillium Asset
Management

Zevin Asset Management

$500 +

Adobe Systems Inc.
Anonymous (2)
Michael Bobbitt
Sandra Burton o
Change For Good
Coaching and Consulting
Katherine Cornelius
Scott M Delcomyn
Pamela Diamantis o
Chris Dwyer o
Cathy Edwards and
Michael Wishnie o
Charlie Fenton
Kate Flather
Dawn Gibson-Brehon
Marc Harpin and Garo
Toomajanian
Min Jung Kim
Jeremy and Margie Klein
Ronkin in memory of
Harriet Bograd
Michael Jordan
Michele Long and
Margaret Keenan o
Marcum LLP
Frank Mitchell
Chip Newell and
Susan Kohler Gray
Jane Preston and
Michael Muller m
Pamela Tatge and
Jerry Zinser o
Deirdre Valente, LBMI in
memory of Lisa Booth o



$250+

Anonymous (3)

Samuel Blumenstiel

Joan and Howard Brodsky
Dr. Roger and Carol Brooks
Michael and Kimberly
Cayer

Joyce Collier and
Jenny Potter

Stephen Duprey

Susan Feder and

Todd Gordon

Rick Hanauer

David and Charisse
Howse

Mary Kelley

Angie Lane

Randal Fippinger and
Sarah McNair

Timothy and Virginia
Millhiser

Ken Mitchell and
Lee Ellenberg

Keith and Elizabeth
Morgan

Cheri Opperman and
Maure Aronson
Larry Rosenberg

Stephen M. Weiner and
Donald G. Cornuet
Bill Whelan and
Megan Gates

Sabrina and Robert
Williams

UP TO $249

Beatriz Abascal
Magdalena Abrego
Jan Aceti and
Kris Peterson
Aldrin Agas
Stephanie Ancona
and Neal Chalek
Anonymous (2)
Bill and Ruth Botzow

Elizabeth Bouchard
and Eric Hofbauer

Christal Brown

Lee Caplan

Brooke B. Collison
Lisa Crowley

Carolyn Deuel

Charan Devereaux
and Andrew Ott

Jason DeYoung
Draper

Natalie English

Lily Euceda

David Fanger and
Martin Wechsler
Eleanor Fraser

Ralph Freidin
Rebecca Ginsburg

Anna Harris

Anne Hernandez

Jean Hey and
Shelley Brauer

Jennifer Hogan

Cheryl lkemiya

Stacy Klein and
Carlos Uriona

Sarah Long Holland and
Jonathan Holland
Marissa Carty
Mai-Anh Vu and Brinia
Colbert

Susan Evans McClure
Lynne McCormack
Karole Mendelsohn
Dr. Olivia Moorehead-
Slaughter

F. Javier Murcio

Max Nibert

Carol and Jim O'Neill
Dane Ouellette

Tony Pietricola

Eileen Pollack

Melissa Richmond
Robert A. Richter
Emily Ruddock

Ambar Ruiz

Nancy Salmon

Steve Scher

Elizabeth Shapiro

Adele Sicilia

Sarah and Jonathan Silva
Bill Siroty and Bill Stelling
David Slatery

Judith Souweine

Elaine Sullivan

Quita and Mark Sullivan
Sharon and Chris Timmel
Tufts Jumbo Volleyball
Carrie Zaslow

GIFTS IN KIND

Asana

Alyce Lee

Patrick Church Studio
Salesforce

SUPPORT NEFA

NEFA is a nonprofit 501(c)(3)
working in partnership with the
National Endowment for the Arts
and the six state arts agencies of
New England. Additional funding
from individual donors and from
public and private institutions is
critically important to realizing
our mission.

To make a gift or to learn more
about NEFA's work, please visit
us at nefa.org/donate, or call our
development department at
617-865-1846.

NEST-supported Strand Theatre presents
Sara Juli, by Nicholas Pierce



https://nefa.org/donate
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS,
ADVISORY COUNCIL,
COMMITTEES, & STAFF

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING
FORMER BOARD MEMBERS FOR
THEIR SERVICE:

Min Jung Kim

Lynne McCormack

Pamela Tatge

NEST-supported SPACE presents Boston Dance Theater,
by Jocelyn Leighton-Cory

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Carrie Zaslow, Chair
She/Her/Hers
Providence
Revolving Fund
Providence, Rl

Ivan Espinoza-Madrigal,
Secretary

He/Him/His

Lawyers for Civil Rights
Boston, MA

Frank Mitchell, Treasurer
He/Him/His

Cultural Organizer

New Haven, CT

Dawn Gibson-Brehon
She/Her/Hers

SUNY Purchase College
New Haven, CT/
Purchase, NY

Amy Hausmann
She/Her/Hers

Maine Arts Commission
Augusta, ME

John E. Henry
He/Him/His
MarlinSpike, LLC
Weston, MA

Erinn King
She/Her/Hers
Income Research +
Management
Boston, MA

Angie Lane
She/Her/Hers
Red River Theatres
Concord, NH

Susan Evans McClure
She/Her/Hers
Vermont Arts Council
Montpelier, VT

Chip Newell
He/Him/His
NewHeight Group
Portland, ME

Chris Newell
(Passamaquoddy)
He/Him/His
Akomawt Educational
Initiative
Mashantucket, CT

Elizabeth Shapiro
She/Her/Hers

Office of the Arts,
Connecticut Dept.

of Economic and
Community Development
Hartford, CT

Adele Sicilia
She/Her/Hers

New Hampshire State
Council on the Arts
Concord, NH

ADVISORY COUNCIL

David Howse, Co-Chair
He/Him/His

California College

of the Arts

San Francisco, CA

Liana Krupp, Co-Chair
She/Her/Hers

Krupp Family Foundation
Boston, MA/Venice, CA

Rhonda Kay Alak
Anderson (Ifiupiaq -
Athabaskan)
She/Her/Hers

The Commonwealth
of Massachusetts’
Commission on
Indian Affairs
Colrain, MA




Christal Brown
She/Her/Hers

INSPIRIT dance company
Vermont

Taylor Ho Bynum
He/Him/His
Dartmouth College
Hanover, NH/
Windsor, VT

Shoshona Currier
She/Her/Hers
Bates Dance Festival
Lewiston, ME

Kara Elliott-Ortega
She/Her/Hers

City of Boston
Boston, MA

Stephanie Fortunato
She/Her/Hers
Global Cultural
Districts Network
Providence, Rl

Orlando Hernandez
He/Him/His
Performer, Teacher,
and Writer
Providence, Rl

Elizabeth A. Jabar
She/Her/Hers
Colby College
Waterville, ME

Alyce Lee
She/Her/Hers
Boston, MA

Jacob Padrén
He/Him/His

Long Wharf Theatre/
The Sol Project

New Haven, CT

Melissa Richmond
She/Her/Hers

West Claremont Center
for Music and the Arts
Claremont, NH

Madeline Sayet
(Mohegan)
She/Her/Hers

Yale Indigenous
Performing Arts Program,;
Arizona State University
Mystic, CT/Tempe, AZ

Lawrence Simpson
He/Him/His
University Heights, OH

Kerry Thompson
She/Her/Hers

Silent Rhythms, Inc.
Disability Rights Fund
Boston, MA

ACCESSIBILITY
COMMITTEE

Todd Hanson
He/Him/His
JSA Inc
Portsmouth, NH

Michael Jordan
He/Him/His
Adobe

Newton, MA

Toby MacNutt
They/Them/Theirs
artist/consultant
Bristol, VT

Elizabeth Shapiro
She/Her/Hers

Office of the Arts,
Connecticut Dept.

of Economic and
Community Development
Hartford, CT

ADDITIONAL
COMMITTEE SERVICE

Pamela Diamantis
She/Her/Hers
Curbstone Financial
Management Corp
Manchester, NH

Geoffrey Hargadon
He/Him/His
UBS, Boston, MA

Matthew Wilson
He/Him/His
Harris for President
Campaign - NH
Boston, MA

STAFF

Jessica Wong Cambhi
She/Her/Hers
Program Manager,
Public Art

Falyn Elhard
They/Them/Theirs
Program Coordinator,
New England Presenting
& Touring

Steven Fenton
He/Him/His
Interim Chief
Operating Officer

Jeffrey Filiault
They/Them/Theirs
Senior Communications
Manager

Indira Goodwine
She/Her/Hers

Senior Program Director,
Dance

Kristin Gregory
She/Her/Hers
Program Manager, Dance

Cheri Opperman
She/Her/Hers

Senior Grants Manager,
Dance

Adrienne Petrillo
She/Her/Hers

Senior Program Director,
Regional Grants and
International Exchange

Jane Preston
She/Her/Hers
Deputy Director,
Programs &
Co-Accessibility
Coordinator

Leilani Ricardo
She/Her/Hers
Program Manager,
Theater

Dee Schneidman
She/Her/Hers

Senior Program Director,
Creative Economy

Audrey Seraphin
She/Her/Hers
Program Manager,
Regional Grants and
Initiatives

Sarah Silva
She/Her/Hers
Development Manager

Abby Southwell
She/Her/Hers
Technology & Data
Director

Kelsey Spitalny
She/Her/Hers
Program Manager,
International Exchange
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Harold Steward
They/He
Executive Director

Quita Sullivan, JD
(Montaukett/Shinnecock)
Nakum/they/She

Senior Program Director,
Theater

Joseph Sweeney
He/Him/His
Interim Finance Director

Kim Szeto
She/Her/Hers

Senior Program Director,
Public Art

Natalya Tausanovitch
She/Her/Hers
Program Manager,
Creative Economy

Sharon Timmel
She/Her/Hers
Senior Development
Director

Elizabeth Timmerman
She/Her/They/Them
Senior Technology &
Data Administrator

Ann Wicks
She/Her/Hers
Communications Director
& Co-Accessibility
Coordinator

Annie Yang-Perez
She/Her/Hers

Senior Executive Affairs &
Special Projects Officer

Saejin Yoo
She/Her/Hers
Program Coordinator,
Regional Initiatives



NEFA invests in artists and communities and fosters equitable
access to the arts, enriching the cultural landscape in New England
and the nation. NEFA accomplishes this by granting funds to artists
and cultural organizations; connecting them to each other and their
audiences; and analyzing their economic contributions. NEFA serves
as a regional partner for the National Endowment for the Arts, New
England’s state arts agencies, and private foundations.

321 Harrison Ave, Suite 420, Boston, 02118
Traditional lands of the Massachuset and the Wampanoag Peoples

www.nefa.org

nela

NEW ENGLAND FOUNDATION FOR THE ARTS
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