


At the New England Foundation for the Arts,
we believe that one of the roles of the arts is to
make the invisible, visible. We also believe that

it is not the responsibility of those who have
been made invisible to remind us that they are
still here. Therefore, as a committed ally, NEFA
acknowledges that the ground on which we work
is the traditional land of the Massachuset and
Wampanoag people; we honor their ancestors
past, present, and future, and recognize their
continued existence and contributions to

our society.

NEFA also acknowledges that all the places where
our distributed staff live and work, and where we
provide support and hold events, are Indigenous
lands. We offer our respect to the Elders — past,
present, and future.
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IMAGE CREDITS

Front Cover: Public Art for Spatial Justice-supported
Cedric "VISE1" Douglas, by Devin Hindley; New England
States Touring (NEST)-supported Shakia Barron and
Barbie Diewald, by JHsu Media; and NEST-supported
Bombyx Center for Arts and Equity presents Pascuala
|labaca, photo by Carlos McBride

At left (top-bottom): NEFA staff, photo by lvan
Espinoza-Madrigal; Public Art for Spatial Justice-
supported Barrington Edwards' Imagined Future Spaces,
photo by Charles Lloyd; New England Dance Fund-
supported Mariona Lloretta, photo by Diego Mendes;
Public Art for Spatial Justice-supported Ashton Lites’
East Park Session City skate contest winners, photo by
Ashton Lites; and Center Stage artists Femina at Tigre
Studios, by Gabrielle Peige

Page 2 (I-r): NEST-supported Bates Dance Festival
presents Shura Baryshnikov, photo by Trisha French;
NEST-supported Bates Dance Festival presents Rennie
Harris Puremovement, photo by JHsu Media; National
Theater Project-supported PearlDamour, photo by
Osmany Torres

Back Cover: NEST-supported Mahaney Arts Center at
Middlebury College presents Burlington Taiko, photo by
Todd Balfour; Public Art for Spatial Justice-supported
Ashton Lites' East Park Session City Tour Popsicool
owners, courtesy of Ashton Lites; and Public Art for
Spatial Justice-supported Waltham Black Future Fund
mural showing portraits of activists Mel King and
Virginia Monroe, photo by Devin Hindley

Pages 6-7 (I-r): Center Stage artists Resident Island
Dance Theatre by Emily Y. Wu, Ghost Island Media;
NEST-supported BarnArts presents Lakou Mizik, photo
by Myra Howe Hudson; Public Art for Spatial Justice-
supported Jessica Roseman, photo by Olivia Moon
Photography; and NEST-supported Portland Ovations
presents Garba360, photo by Katie Day.
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DEAR FRIENDS, VISION

As NEFA's new executive director, | am pleased to In fiscal year 2023, NEFA:

share this report on our work over the past year. . o , NEFA contributes to a nation Where artists
» Awarded 457 grants totaling over $4.3 million to artists and

Though | began my role in July of 2023, | had the opportunity to cultural organizations in New England and across the nation. flourish and communities celebrate art as

connect with staff and board in the months preceding my formal . o . .
start. | observed how staff listen and gather feedback from the Hosted fche 20th annual. Idga Swap, Where New England-based essentlal tO d th FIVI ng, eq u Ita ble SOClety'
nonprofit cultural organizations and touring artists gather to

field and how that impacts our values-driven work. As we begin
P & network and share ideas for touring projects. This was the first

a new strategic planning process, we will reach out for your

thoughts and feedback in-person Idea Swap since the pandemic.

Completed a leadership transition with the help of a board VA LU ES

I want to thank NEFA's chief operating officer Jug Chokshi, who . o
search committee and an enthusiastic staff.

served as NEFA's interim executive director, and the full staff for
their passion for our work and for supporting each other. Their | hope you'll learn a bit more about our programs as you peruse » Artists & the creative process
conviction is reflected in the ways in which we support artists this report. As always, we value your feedback and support.

and organizations to do what they do best. | also want to thank » Equity, diversity, intersectionality, & accessibility
our partners at the National Endowment for the Arts, the U.S. With much appreciation,

Regional Arts Organizations, the six New England state arts » Knowledge building & sharing
agencies, as well as our donors, grantees, and collaborators, 5 )
whose support makes NEFA's work possible. =~ I » Leadership

e

‘& ‘

Harold Steward » Partnership

Executive Director » Public funding for the arts /

Learn more at nefa.org/about/
mission-values-history \
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The New England Foundation for the Arts envisions a nation -2 /\
where artists flourish and communities celebrate art as - '
essential to a thriving, equitable society. We invest in artists ;\

and communities and foster equitable access to the arts, ;
enriching the cultural landscape in New England and the nation.

New England States Tourin
David Dorfman Dance, ph

)-supported Pinkerton Academy presents
by Shannon Mayers



https://nefa.org/about/mission-values-history

P GRANTS & PROGRAMS:

INVESTING IN ARTISTS & COMMUNITIES

NEFA connects artists and cultural organizations

) to opportunities, local economies to artists,

and research to practice in order to equitably

build and strengthen the arts and culture sector Center Stage™ Bringing contemporary international

throughout New England, the U.S., and beyond. pgrforming artists into direc.t.contact with people across a

Through grants, convenings, online tools, and wide range of U.S. communities through this cultural exchange
. \ program of the U.S. Department of State.

research, NEFA continues a 47-year history of

pioneering partnerships and programs supporting

the arts.

Creative Economy Highlighting and quantifying the New

England creative sector, primarily through CreativeGround, a
dynamic directory and research database that celebrates the
vital work of New England’s artists, creatives, culture bearers,

“The open-ended nature of the grant allowed us L . i
cultural organizations, and creative businesses.

to release productive expectations and embrace
creativity, collaboration, and intentional creation.”
National Dance Project Supporting the creation and U.S.
touring of new dance projects and field-building initiatives
for dance.

Iva Brito, Tobey Eugenio, Kristin McCullin, and Emma York,
New Bedford-based recipients of a Collective Imagination
for Spatial Justice grant

National Theater Project Supporting the creation and touring
of U.S. based, devised ensemble theater projects through direct
funding and a cultivation of an informed, interactive network of
ensembles, artists, and presenters throughout the field.

Learn more about NEFA's grant
recipients at www.nefa.org

New England Programs Supporting New England
organizations to present performing, film, and literary
artists and connecting artists and presenters to resources
and networks.

Public Art Supporting the evolving field of public art through
grantmaking and field-building collaborations, inspiring more
vibrant public spaces and public life throughout the region.

National Theater Project-supported Mark N Sparks, photo by Angel Origgi



http://www.nefa.org
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SUPPORT
ADVANCING EQUITY

Feedback from grantees and the field
at large is essential to NEFA's program
design. The Public Art program staff
made changes across their grants,
resulting in increased flexibility, new
learning cohorts, and in the case of the
Public Art for Spatial Justice (PASJ)
grant, an increase in the grant amount
and the length of the grant period,
enabling artists to work with increased
care and intentionality. Launched in
2020, PASJ was created in response
to the perpetuation of systemic racism
across the nation with the aim to
support public art making that helps
us see, feel, experience, and imagine
spatial justice now.

“We aren't looking for artists

to do twice as much with the
increase in funding and time, but
rather to be able to move with
more care and intentionality in
the artmaking process.”

Kim Szeto

Senior Program Director,
Public Art

CONNECT
BUILDING NETWORKS

CreativeGround, NEFA's website

for creative economy network and
knowledge building since 2014, was
completely overhauled with essential
technical upgrades and a focus

on accessibility, data sharing, and
community engagement. The platform
enables the creative people and places
at work in the six New England states
to share who they are, what they do,
and what they contribute, and serves
as the official cultural directory for the
region’s state arts agencies. Built on
NEFA's 45+ year history of defining
the people and places of the creative
sector and analyzing the economic
impact of where they work and with
whom, CreativeGround remains the only
searchable creative economy research
database/asset map in the U.S. that is
updated directly by the community.

“It is one of the biggest and best
asset mapping projects where
states like Connecticut are able
to tap into data points and really
get to know the impact of the
arts sector and the creative
economy.”

Tamara Dimitri
Connecticut Office of the Arts

STRENGTHEN
INVESTING IN CULTURE

The National Theater Project offers a full
system of support for devised theater,
which, in addition to funding, animates
an informed, interactive network of
producing theaters, presenters, and
ensembles. Since 2010, NTP has infused
over $11 million into the field. An
evaluation of the first 10 years of the
program demonstrates:

* How NEFA's equity, diversity,
intersectionality, and accessibility (EDIA)
values drive the program design.

* How diversifying and strengthening
the field are reflected in the grantees
and project tours.

* How NTP's regional convenings and
cohort meetings remain an essential
piece of program design.

* How the program design strengthens

connections among participants and the
field at large.

The report includes recommendations
that will enable NEFA to deepen support
of grantees and the development of the
field. View the report at www.nefa.org/
resources/publications.

“NTP always filled a void in the

field. Funds for original and
devised work are scarce. Funds
for touring and developing
relationships with the community
are rare. There are few if any
programs doing the same work.”

NTP Artist
surveyed for the evaluation
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ABOUT NEFA
SUPPORTING ARTISTS & COMMUNITIES
IN NEW ENGLAND AND BEYOND

Founded in 1976, NEFA is one of six regional arts
organizations (RAOs) working in partnership with the
National Endowment for the Arts and the state arts agencies
to support arts programs on a regional basis. RAOs were
created by state arts leaders in partnership with the National
Endowment for the Arts and the private sector in order to
transcend state boundaries and give the public access to

a greater and richer variety of arts experiences.

Today, NEFA's programs are regional, national, and
international in scope, supporting artists and communities
through grants and other resources including workshops,
convenings, research, and online tools.

New England States Touring (NEST)-supported UConn o
ssents ParadoiTeatro at the Ballard Institute and Museum
ppetry, pheto by Emily Wicks =

R —

B Foundations, Corporations,
& other Government
mm National Endowment for the Arts
State Arts Agencies
Individuals
Earned income
Interest & dividend income

84.0%
12.3%
1.2%
1.2%
1.2%
0.1%

mm Grants
Program Services
B Administration
Communications & Development

61.5%
20.7%
11.9%
6.0%

ASSETS

Cash 12,849,276
Contributions, grants and other receivables 5,236,007
Investments, short-term and long-term 15,887,094
Fixed assets 815,252
Other assets 123,877
TOTAL ASSETS 34,911,506

LIABILITIES

Accounts payable and accrued expenses 144,869
Grants payable 6,192,435
Fiscal agent payable 59,809

NET ASSETS

Unrestricted 656,608
Board designated funds 15,181,851
Temporarily restricted 12,675,934
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 34,911,506

REVENUE & SUPPORT

Contributions and grants 11,325,222
Service fees and other income 132,466
Interest and dividends 12,649
TOTAL REVENUE AND SUPPORT 11,470,337

PROGRAM EXPENSES

Grants and related services 7,045,216
Program services 2,364,832
ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES

Administrative and general 1,358,741
Communications and development 682,435
TOTAL EXPENSES 11,451,224
NET OPERATING SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) 19,113

The numbers presented in this report were unaudited at the time
of printing. A complete set of audited financials is available on our
website or upon request from NEFA's Development Department,
development@nefa.org, 617-865-1846.

For the most current list of funders and partners, visit nefa.org.



http://nefa.org

FUNDERS & PARTNERS

From June 2022 through May 2023,
NEFA was generously supported by

the following:

E Barr
Foundation

Mellon
Foundation

Wallace""

The Boston
Foundation

muﬂ HENRY
LUCE
FOUNDATION

Maine

V@ Mass
Cultural
v Council

KEY

]]D DORIS DUKE
FOUNDATION

encowniewt< ARTS

———————artsgov

L

—~

r

Seedlings
Foundation

L H

CONNECTICUT

New Hampshire
State Council on the Arts

d
vefont arts council

e,

Represents full amount of multi-year grant(s)

Includes a donation to the Rebecca Blunk Fund

$2,000,000 +

Barr Foundation

Doris Duke Foundation

Mellon Foundation

U.S. Department of
State's Bureau of
Educational and
Cultural Affairs

The Wallace Foundation

$1,000,000 +

National Endowment
for the Arts

$100,000 +

The Boston Foundation

$50,000 +

Massachusetts
Cultural Council
Seedlings Foundation

$25,000 +

Aliad Fund at The
Boston Foundation

The Henry Luce
Foundation

Mrs. Mary M. Wendell
and Mr. Edward E.
Wendell Jr.

$10,000 +

Alan and Saralynn Allaire

Connecticut Department
of Economic
and Community
Development

Erinn King

Maine Arts Commission
New Hampshire State
Council on the Arts
Rhode Island State
Council on the Arts
U.S. Embassy, Buenos
Aires, Argentina

U.S. Embassy, Yerevan,
Armenia

Vermont Arts Council

$5,000 +

Amy B. Ellsworth

John and Mary-Beth Henry
Payden & Rygel

David Snyder

$2,500 +

Anonymous,
Vermont Community
Foundation

Marcie Hershman

The James E. Robison
Foundation

The Michael and Janet
Rogers Foundation

$1,000 +

Dr. Kamesh Ramakrishna
Aiyer and Ms. Geeta
Bhide Aiyer

Eastern Bank Foundation

Cathy Edwards and
Mike Wishnie

Kate Flather

Liana Krupp

Michele Long and
Margaret Keenan

Barbara Murphy and
Thomas Garrett

Westminster Barrington
Foundation

Zevin Asset Management

$500 +

Adobe
Anonymous
Joyce Collier and
Jennifer Potter
Katherine Cornelius
Pamela Diamantis
M. Christine Dwyer
Ivén Espinoza-Madrigal
Dawn Gibson-Brehon
Michael Jordan
Marcum LLP
Frank Mitchell
Chip Newell
Peabody Office Furniture
Jane Preston and
Michael Muller
Larry Rosenberg
Garo Toomajanian
and Marc Harpin
Trillium Asset
Management
Your Part-Time Controller

$250+

Magdalena Abrego
Anonymous
Adele Fleet Bacow
Michael J. Bobbitt
Samuel Blumenstiel
Stephen Duprey
Finelli Benefits LLC
Patricia M. Fontaine
Stephanie P. Fortunato
Rick Hanauer
Brandy and Robbie
Hopkins
David and Charisse
Howse
Patrick Maloney
Anne B. Miller
Christopher Newell
Cheri Opperman and
Maure Aronson
Madeline Sayet
Linda Shelton
Judith Souweine
Pamela Tatge and
Jerry Zinser
Stephen Weiner and
Donald Cornuet
Bill Whelan and
Megan Gates
Phyllis Wishnie
Carrie Zaslow

UP TO $249

AmazonSmile
Stephanie Ancona
and Neal Chalek
Anonymous
Cathy Arden
Jacqueline Blombach
and Michael Duca
Connie Blumenthal
Frances Botsford
Bill and Ruth Botzow
Elizabeth Bouchard
Dr. Roger C. and
Carol D. Brooks
Joe Burke

Michael and
Kimberly Cayer
Byron and Susan
Champlin

Edwige Charlot

Jug and Sarah Chokshi

Marion Cohen and
Milton Kornfeld
Brooke Collison
Lisa Crowley

Scott T. Cummings

Carolyn Deuel

Joan Drnek

Bruce Gertz

David and Amie
Greenham

Anna Harris

Orlando Hernéndez

Jean Hey and Shelley
Brauer

Sarah Hutt

Cheryl lkemiya
Douglas and
Toni-Marie Keith

Stacy Klein and
Carlos Uriona
Laura Klippert

Angie Lane

Hazel Law

Ginnie Lupi

Bill Martin

Lynne McCormack

Steve McCormack
Karole Mendelsohn
Holly Miller

Merry Morse and
Janet Hood

Javier Murcio

Mr. Musher

Max Nibert

The O'Brien Family
Giving Fund

Jacob Padrén

Tony Pietricola
Margaret Pond and
James Rader
Mollie Quinlan-Hayes
Melissa Richmond
Robert A. Richter

Elizabeth Robbie

Elizabeth G. Shapiro

Sarah and Jonathan Silva

Joseph Silvi

Quita and Mark Sullivan

Sharon and Chris Timmel

Karyn Ward

Martin Wechsler and
David Fanger

GIFTS IN KIND

Arts Consulting
Group (ACG)

Asana

Todd Hanson

Salesforce

SUPPORT NEFA

NEFA is a nonprofit 501(c)(3)
working in partnership with the
National Endowment for the Arts
and the six state arts agencies of
New England. Additional funding
from individual donors and from
public and private institutions is
critically important to realizing
our mission.

To make a gift or to learn more
about NEFA's work, please visit
us at nefa.org/donate, or call our
development department at
617-865-1846.

New England States Touring (NEST)-supported
Sandglass Theater presents Parris-Bailey Arts,
photo by Kirk Murphy
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS,
ADVISORY COUNCIL,
COMMITTEES, & STAFF

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING
FORMER BOARD MEMBERS FOR
THEIR SERVICE:

Magdalena Abrego, Edwige Charlot,
David Greenham, Douglas Keith,
Virginia Lupi, Karen Mittelman,

Barbara E. Murphy, and Madeline Sayet.

1S

dand Stat%
Blues to%& n‘ia‘res‘é_'@ !
photo by DalidiM |l33#

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

John E. Henry, Chair
He/Him/His
MarlinSpike, LLC
Weston, MA

Carrie Zaslow, Vice Chair
She/Her/Hers
Providence Revolving Fund
Providence, Rl

Ivan Espinoza-Madrigal,
Secretary

He/Him/His

Lawyers for Civil Rights
Boston, MA

Frank Mitchell, Treasurer
He/Him/His

Cultural Organizer

New Haven, CT

Adele Bauman
She/Her/Hers

New Hampshire State
Council on the Arts
Concord, NH

Michael Bobbitt
He/Him/His

Mass Cultural Council
Boston, MA

Dawn Gibson-Brehon
She/Her/Hers

SUNY Purchase College
New Haven, CT/
Purchase, NY

Min Jung Kim

(on sabbatical)
She/Her/Hers

Saint Louis Art Museum
St. Louis, MO

Erinn King
She/Her/Hers
Income Research +
Management
Boston, MA

Angie Lane
She/Her/Hers
Red River Theatres
Concord, NH

Susan Evans McClure
She/Her/Hers
Vermont Arts Council
Montpelier, VT

Lynne McCormack
She/Her/Hers
Rhode Island State
Council on the Arts
Providence, RI

Chip Newell
He/Him/His
NewHeight Group
Portland, ME

Chris Newell
(Passamaquoddy)
He/Him/His
Akomawt Educational
Initiative
Mashantucket, CT

Elizabeth Shapiro
She/Her/Hers

Office of the Arts,
Connecticut Dept.

of Economic and
Community Development
Hartford, CT

Pamela Tatge
She/Her/Hers

Jacob's Pillow Dance
Becket, MA/Madison, CT

ADVISORY COUNCIL

David Howse, Co-Chair
He/Him/His
ArtsEmerson
Boston, MA

Liana Krupp, Co-Chair
She/Her/Hers

Krupp Family Foundation
Boston, MA/Venice, CA

Rhonda Kay Alak
Anderson

(IAupiaqg - Athabaskan)
She/Her/Hers

Ohketeau Cultural Center

Christal Brown
She/Her/Hers

INSPIRIT dance company
Vermont

Taylor Ho Bynum
He/Him/His
Dartmouth College
Hanover, NH/
Windsor, VT

Shoshona Currier
She/Her/Hers
Bates Dance Festival
Lewiston, ME

Kara Elliott-Ortega
She/Her/Hers

City of Boston
Boston, MA

Stephanie Fortunato
She/Her/Hers

Global Cultural Districts
Network

Providence, RI

Orlando Hernandez
He/Him/His
Performer, Teacher,
and Writer
Providence, RI

Elizabeth A. Jabar
She/Her/Hers
Colby College
Waterville, ME

Alyce Lee
She/Her/Hers
Boston, MA

Jacob Padrén
He/Him/His

Long Wharf Theatre/
The Sol Project

New Haven, CT

Melissa Richmond
She/Her/Hers

West Claremont Center
for Music and the Arts
Claremont, NH

Madeline Sayet
(Mohegan)
She/Her/Hers

Yale Indigenous
Performing Arts Program;
Arizona State University
Mystic, CT/Tempe, AZ

Lawrence Simpson
He/Him/His

Berklee College of Music
(retired)

Boston, MA

Kerry Thompson
She/Her/Hers

Silent Rhythms, Inc.
Disability Rights Fund
Boston, MA

ACCESSIBILITY
COMMITTEE

Todd Hanson
He/Him/His
JSA Inc
Portsmouth, NH

Michael Jordan
He/Him/His
Adobe

Newton, MA

Toby MacNutt
They/Them/Theirs
artist/consultant
Burlington, VT

Elizabeth Shapiro
She/Her/Hers

Office of the Arts,
Connecticut Dept.

of Economic and
Community Development
Hartford, CT

ADDITIONAL
COMMITTEE SERVICE

Pamela Diamantis
She/Her/Hers
Curbstone Financial
Management Corp
Manchester, NH

Matthew Wilson
He/Him/His
Discovering Justice
Boston, MA

STAFF

Jessica Wong Cambhi
She/Her/Hers

Senior Program
Coordinator, Public Art

Jug Chokshi
He/Him/His
Chief Operating Officer

Falyn Elhard
They/Them/Theirs
Program Coordinator,
New England Presenting
& Touring

Steven Fenton
He/Him/His

Senior Human Resources
& Operations Director

Jeffrey Filiault
They/Them/Theirs
Senior Communications
Manager

Indira Goodwine
She/Her/Hers

Senior Program Director,
Dance

Kristin Gregory
She/Her/Hers
Program Manager,
Dance

Cheri Opperman
She/Her/Hers

Senior Grants Manager,
Dance

Adrienne Petrillo
She/Her/Hers

Senior Program Director,
New England Presenting
& Touring, Center Stage

Jane Preston
She/Her/Hers

Deputy Director,
Programs & Co-
Accessibility Coordinator

Leilani Ricardo
She/Her/Hers
Program Officer,
Theater

Dee Schneidman
She/Her/Hers

Senior Program Director,
Research & Creative
Economy

Derek Schwartz
He/Him/His
Program Officer,
Theater

Audrey Seraphin
She/Her/Hers
Program Manager,
Regional Grants and
Initiatives

Sarah Silva
She/Her/Hers
Development Manager

Abby Southwell
She/Her/Hers
Technology & Data
Director

Kelsey Spitalny
She/Her/Hers
Program Manager,
Center Stage

Harold Steward
They/He
Executive Director

Quita Sullivan, JD
(Montaukett/Shinnecock)
She/Her/They/Them
Senior Program Director,
Theater

Joseph Sweeney
He/Him/His
Controller

Kim Szeto
She/Her/Hers

Senior Program Director,
Public Art

Natalya Tausanovitch
She/Her/Hers

Program Administrator,
Creative Economy

Sharon Timmel
She/Her/Hers
Development Director

Elizabeth Timmerman
She/Her/They/Them
Technology & Data
Administrator

Ann Wicks
She/Her/Hers
Communications Director
& Co-Accessibility
Coordinator

Annie Yang-Perez
She/Her/Hers

Senior Executive Affairs &
Special Projects Officer

Saejin Yoo
She/Her/Hers
Program Coordinator,
Regional Initiatives
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NEFA invests in artists and communities and fosters equitable
access to the arts, enriching the cultural landscape in New England
and the nation. NEFA accomplishes this by granting funds to artists
and cultural organizations; connecting them to each other and their
audiences; and analyzing their economic contributions. NEFA serves
as a regional partner for the National Endowment for the Arts, New
England’s state arts agencies, and private foundations.

321 Harrison Ave, Suite 420, Boston, 02118
Traditional lands of the Massachuset and the Wampanoag Peoples

www.nefa.org

nela
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