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IMAGE CREDITS

Front Cover (l-r): New England States Touring-
supported Burlington City Arts presents Nimble 
Arts, photo by Isora Lithgow Creations; National 
Theater Project-supported PearlDamour’s Ocean 
Filibuster, photo by Maggie Hall; New England 
States Touring-supported Celebrity Series of 
Boston presents Albino Mbie, photo by Robert 
Torres.

At left (top-bottom): NEFA staff, photo by Victoria 
Silva Photography; New England States Touring-
supported Bates Dance Festival presents Vanessa 
Anspaugh, photo by JHsu Media; New England 
States Touring-supported Burlington City Arts 
presents Nimble Arts, photo by Kyle Tansley; 
Public Art for Spatial Justice-supported Elevated 
Thought, photo by Destiny Medina; New England 
States Touring-supported Bourne Historical Society 
hosted Mashpee Wampanoag Tribal member 
Phillip Wynne and Herring Pond Tribal member 
Troy Currance at the Museums at Aptucxet, photo 
by Pam Chmielinski.

Back Cover: Public Art for Spatial Justice-
supported Jean Appolon, Expressions photo by 
Keren He; National Theater Project-supported 
PearlDamour’s Ocean Filibuster, photo by Pin Lim; 
New England States Touring-supported Bourne 
Historical Society hosted Mashpee Wampanoag 
Tribal member Marlene Lopez who demonstrates 
belt weaving  at Wampanoag Day, photo by Pam 
Chmielinksi.

Pages 6-7 (l-r): Lilly Rose Valore performs at 
the New England Now Dance Platform, photo by 
Olivia Moon Photography; Center Stage ensemble 
Lundú of Peru, photo courtesy of Lundú; State 
Representative Vanna Howard at Newell Flather 
Award recipient Christa Brown/Free Soil Arts 
Collective’s Juneteenth Celebration, photo by 
Marte Media; Newell Flather Award recipient 
Marquis Victor/Elevated Thought’s mural, photo 
courtesy of Elevated Thought.
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At the New England Foundation for the Arts, 
we believe that one of the roles of the arts is to 
make the invisible, visible. We also believe that 
it is not the responsibility of those who have 
been made invisible to remind us that they are 
still here. Therefore, as a committed ally, NEFA 
acknowledges that the ground on which we work 
is the traditional land of the Massachuset and 
Wampanoag people; we honor their ancestors 
past, present, and future, and recognize their 
continued existence and contributions to our 
society. 

NEFA also acknowledges that all the places that 
our distributed staff live and work, and where we 
provide support and hold events, are Indigenous 
lands. We offer our respect to the Elders — past, 
present, and future.

https://www.nefa.org


National Theater Project-supported Unit Souzou’s Risk/Reward,  
photo by Ross Peter Nelson

DEAR FRIENDS,
As I reflect on NEFA’s 45th year of supporting artists 
and cultural organizations, I see how much NEFA’s 
values of equity, diversity, inclusion, and accessibility 
have guided our work with integrity and care. 

The arts are essential to creating equitable communities; they 
help us to appreciate differences, challenge our thinking, and 
enable social change. At NEFA, we work through this lens every 
day, through assisting with grant applications, hosting virtual or 
in-person workshops and events, and more.

It is this level of commitment that provided a smooth path for 
a leadership transition. As chief operating officer, I worked with 
former executive director Cathy Edwards for five years before 
she decided to step down from this role in May of 2022; her 
vision and leadership over the years were instrumental in the 
creation of our transition plan, including my stepping into the 
role of interim executive director. I want to acknowledge the 
commitment of the entire NEFA staff and the board of directors 
for their contributions and support.

We thank our partners at the six New England state arts 
agencies, the National Endowment for the Arts, and the U.S. 
Regional Arts Organizations, as well as our donors, grantees, and 
collaborators, whose support make NEFA’s work possible. 

In fiscal year 2022, NEFA: 

•	 Awarded 485 grants totaling over $4.8 million to artists and 
cultural organizations in New England and across the nation.

•	 Awarded a third round of New England Arts Resilience grants 
with support from the American Rescue Plan, supporting 73 arts 
and culture nonprofit organizations with recovery and planning 
capital for a post-pandemic future. 

•	 Awarded the Newell Flather Awards for Leadership in 
Public Art, which annually celebrate Massachusetts artists, 
curators, and arts administrators in the field of public art who 
have demonstrated leadership in contributing to this evolving 
field. Newell, who passed away last year, was instrumental in 
establishing public art at NEFA and it was an honor to be able to 
present additional awards this year. 

As you read this report on our 2022 fiscal year, you’ll learn about 
additional highlights and information on NEFA’s programs. We 
value your feedback and your support.

With appreciation, 

Jug Chokshi  
Interim Executive Director
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VISION

NEFA contributes to a nation 
where artists flourish and 
communities celebrate art 
as essential to a thriving, 
equitable society.

VALUES 

»	�Artists & the creative process

»	�Equity, diversity, inclusion, & accessibility

»	�Knowledge building & sharing

»	�Leadership

»	�Partnership

»	�Public funding for the arts
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The New England Foundation for the Arts envisions a nation 
where artists flourish and communities celebrate art as 
essential to a thriving, equitable society. We invest in artists 
and communities and foster equitable access to the arts, 
enriching the cultural landscape in New England and the nation.

https://www.nefa.org/about/mission-values-history


VISIT WWW.NEFA.ORG  
FOR MORE DETAIL ON CURRENT  
PROGRAMS AND SERVICES, INCLUDING:
	

»	 �Center StageSM  Bringing vibrant performers from abroad to 
the U.S. in an international exchange and cultural diplomacy 
initiative of the U.S. Department of State.

	

»	 ��Creative Economy  Highlighting and quantifying the economic 
impact of the creative sector, including CreativeGround, a 
dynamic regional directory that celebrates and reflects the 
vital work of New England’s artists, creatives, culture bearers, 
creative organizations, and businesses.

	

»	 �National Dance Project  Supporting the creation and touring 
of new dance works and field-building initiatives for dance 
makers and dance presenters.

	

»	 �National Theater Project  Supporting the development and 
touring of artist-led, ensemble, and devised theater.

	

»	 �New England Programs  Supporting New England 
organizations to present performing artists of all disciplines, 
providing artists with support to create and produce new work, 
and connecting both to resources and networks.

	

»	 �Public Art  Supporting the field of public art through 
professional development, networking, and grantmaking 
through work that engages the public, interacting with 
communities and public space.
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New England States Touring-supported Ko Theatre Works presents Serious Play 
Theatre Ensemble, photo by Sabrina Hamilton

GRANTS & PROGRAMS:
INVESTING IN ARTISTS & COMMUNITIES

NEFA connects artists and cultural organizations 
to opportunities, local economies to artists, 
and research to practice to equitably build 
and strengthen the arts and culture sector in 
New England, the U.S., and beyond. Through 
grants, convenings, online tools, and research, 
NEFA continues a 45-year history of pioneering 
partnerships and programs supporting the arts.

“Amidst the chaos of the last 18 months, NEFA was 
steadfast, clear, supportive, forward thinking, and 
trustworthy.”

George Staib, staibdance

https://www.nefa.org/grants-programs/grant-programs
https://www.nefa.org


SUPPORT
ADVANCING EQUITY 

Delayed a year by the pandemic, the 
Regional Dance Development Initiative 
(RDDI): New England Now was a year-
long artist-led field building program 
of NEFA’s National Dance Project. The 
latest of seven RDDI experiences across 
different regions of the U.S., New England 
Now fostered a culture of abundance 
and community building through three 
components: a week-long dance lab for 
the 12 cohort artists, lab faculty, and 
mentors; a virtual intersections summit 
exploring the leadership that dance 
plays alongside New England industries, 
such as education, the sciences, and 
community organizing; and the New 
England Now Dance Platform, which 
featured works by the 12 cohort artists 

CONNECT
BUILDING NETWORKS 

NEFA’s Center Stage program, an 
initiative of the U.S. Department of 
State, brings performing artists from 
abroad to the U.S. for artist exchange 
and cultural diplomacy. Now entering 
Season 7 with artists from Ethiopia, the 
Philippines, and South Africa, in 2022 
the program managed tours, delayed 
by the pandemic, of ensembles from 
Colombia and Peru from Season 5 
while also planning Season 6 tours of 
ensembles from Argentina, Armenia, 
and Taiwan. Through Center Stage, artist 
fees, international and domestic travel, 
and logistics (including visas and taxes) 
are fully managed and substantially 
underwritten, making it possible for 
small and mid-size communities to 
host international dance, theater, and 
music ensembles for rich exchange 
experiences. 

along with six additional regional artists 
curated by the cohort, who worked 
together to center equity, inclusion, and 
care for dance.

“I learned so much personally 
from the work, but even more 
I found myself excited to be a 
part of a greater community of 
dance artists in New England, 
connections and friendships 
that will support me through the 
coming years.”

Heidi Henderson 
elephant JANE dance

“Each international artist 
we present builds on our 
commitment to providing a 
more global understanding, 
especially to the young people 
in our community. This [Lundú] 
residency definitely supported 
our efforts in moving those 
intentions forward.” 

Charlie Robin 
The Capitol Theatre, Yakima, WA

STRENGTHEN
INVESTING IN CULTURE

In 2022, NEFA celebrated four leaders 
who demonstrate commitment to their 
communities with the Newell Flather 
Award for Leadership in Public Art. 
Founded in 2020 in honor of the life 
and legacy of the late Newell Flather 
(1938-2021), this award annually honors 
Massachusetts artists, curators, and arts 
administrators who have demonstrated 
leadership in this evolving field of 
public art. Each recipient receives a 
$5,000 unrestricted award. Out of 50 
nominations, the adjudicators selected:

•	 Christa Brown, founder and executive 
director of the Free Soil Arts Collective, 
Lowell, MA

•	 Rob “Problak” Gibbs, artist, educator, 
and co-founder of Artists for Humanity, 
Boston, MA

HIGHLIGHTS 
FROM 2022

76

•	 Catherine T. Morris, director of arts & 
culture at The Boston Foundation and 
founder of BAMS Fest, Boston, MA

•	 Marquis Victor, founder and executive 
director of Elevated Thought, Lawrence, 
MA

“[W]hat does public art look like 
when it’s really driven by the 
community and the voice, and 
people can see themselves in the 
work? And see their stories in the 
work? I think that’s always been 
important for us. And I think now 
I’m grateful that we’re able to do 
that more and more.”

Marquis Victor 
Elevated Thought



OPERATING STATEMENT

REVENUE & SUPPORT	

Contributions and grants	 19,953,117

Service fees and other income	 111,486

Interest and dividends	 8,403

	

TOTAL REVENUE AND SUPPORT	 20,073,006

EXPENSES	

PROGRAM EXPENSES

Grants and related services	 7,989,661

Program services	 2,228,342

Total program expenses	 10,218,003

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES

Administrative and general	 1,358,741

Communications and development	 684,697

Total administrative expenses	 2,043,438

	

TOTAL EXPENSES	 12,261,441

NET OPERATING SURPLUS/(DEFICIT)	 7,811,565

	

EXPENSE

▬	Grants	 65.2%
▬	Program Services	 18.2%
▬	Administration	 11.1%
▬ Communications & Development	 5.6%

ABOUT NEFA 
SUPPORTING ARTISTS & COMMUNITIES  
IN NEW ENGLAND AND BEYOND

Founded in 1976, NEFA is one of six regional arts 
organizations (RAOs) who work in partnership with the 
National Endowment for the Arts and the state arts agencies 
to support arts programs on a regional basis. RAOs were 
created by state arts leaders in partnership with the National 
Endowment for the Arts and the private sector in order to 
transcend state boundaries and give the public access to  
a greater and richer variety of arts experiences. 

Today, NEFA’s programs are regional, national, and 
international in scope, supporting artists and communities 
through grants and other resources including workshops, 
convenings, research, and online tools.

	

REVENUE

▬	Foundations, Corporations,  
		 & other Government	 53.4%
▬	National Endowment for the Arts	 5.0%
▬	State Arts Agencies	 0.5%
▬	Individuals	 40.4%
▬	Earned income	 0.6%
▬	Interest & dividend income	 0.0%

FINANCIALS
JUNE 1, 2021 – MAY 31, 2022

The numbers presented in this report were unaudited at the time  
of printing. A complete set of audited financials is available on our  
website or upon request from NEFA’s Development Department, 
development@nefa.org, 617-865-1846.

For the most current list of funders and partners, visit nefa.org.Choreography by Heidi Henderson at the New England Now Dance Platform, 
photo by Olivia Moon Photography
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION	

ASSETS	

Cash	 13,448,619

Contributions, grants and other receivables	 8,403,754

Investments, short-term and long-term	 13,087,544

Fixed assets	 684,129

Other assets	 129,567

Total assets	 35,753,613

	

TOTAL ASSETS	 35,753,613

LIABILITIES 	

Accounts payable and accrued expenses	 588,271

Grants payable	 6,004,870

Fiscal agent payable	 59,809

Total liabilities	 6,652,950

NET ASSETS	

Unrestricted 	 4,211,997

Board designated —
strategic opportunity and risk reserve	 339,018

Board designated —
funds functioning as endowment	 10,862,135

Temporarily restricted 	 13,687,513

Total net assets	 29,100,663

	

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS	 35,753,613

mailto:development@nefa.org
https://www.nefa.org


$5,000,000+
MacKenzie Scott &  

Dan Jewett 
U.S. Department of 
State’s Bureau of 
Educational and  
Cultural Affairs 

$2,000,000 +
Barr Foundation 
Doris Duke Charitable 

Foundation 
Mellon Foundation 

$1,000,000 +
National Endowment  

for the Arts

$100,000 +
Anonymous
The Boston Foundation 

$50,000 +
Massachusetts Cultural 

Council
Seedlings Foundation 

$25,000 +
Aliad Fund at The Boston 

Foundation 
Mary & Ted Wendell

$10,000 +
Connecticut Department 

of Economic 
and Community 
Development

Erinn King
New Hampshire State 

Council on the Arts
Rhode Island State 

Council on the Arts
Vermont Arts Council

FUNDERS & PARTNERS 
From June 2021 through May 2022,  
NEFA was generously supported by  
the following:

KEY

	 Represents full amount of multi-year grant(s)	
	 Includes a donation to New Work New England	
	 Includes a donation to the Rebecca Blunk Fund	

$5,000 +
Anonymous 
Amy and Lee Ellsworth
John & Mary-Beth Henry
Marcie Hershman 
Jacob’s Pillow
Maine Arts Commission
Payden & Rygel

$2,500 +
Anonymous, Vermont 

Community Foundation 
Phyllis Dixon 
The Michael and Janet 

Rogers Foundation

$1,000 +
Dr. Kamesh Ramakrishna 
Aiyer & Ms. Geeta  
Bhide Aiyer

Diane & Robert Blunk 
EagleClaw Capital 

Management
Eastern Bank Foundation
Cathy Edwards &  

Mike Wishnie 
Iván Espinoza-Madrigal  

& Seth Riseman
Liana Krupp
Monica A. McCarthy
Virginia & Timothy 

Millhiser
Barbara Murphy
Larry & Ann Simpson

$500 +
Alan & Saralynn Allaire
Anonymous
Michael Bobbitt
Joyce Collier &  

Jennifer Potter 
Pamela Diamantis 
Chris Dwyer 
Eckert Seamans Cherin  
& Mellott LLC

Min Jung Kim

Michele Long &  
Margaret Keenan 

Melanson
Anne B. Miller 
Chip Newell 
Laura Paul &  

Paul Messier 
Jane Preston & Michael 

Muller 
SPUR - San Francisco Bay 
Area Planning and Urban 
Research Association

Garo Toomajanian &  
Marc Harpin

Trillium Asset 
Management

$250+
Adobe
Anonymous
Anonymous
Adele Fleet Bacow 
Margaret Byer &  
Alesdair Ittelson

Nan Dumas 
Stephen Duprey
Lee Ellenberg &  

Ken Mitchell 
Thomas Fay & Jeffrey 

Kuchenbecker
Patricia Fontaine
Ralph Freidin 
David & Amie Greenham
Joe & Luisa Hamilton
Rick Hanauer &  

Mary Wells
Jean Hey & Shelley Bauer 
Robert & Kristine Higgins
David C. Howse
Michael Jordan
Mary Kelley & Tom Field 
Ellen & Chris Lovell
Frank Mitchell
Karen Mittelman
Max Nibert
Cheri Opperman &  

Maure Aronson 
Randall Rosenbaum

Larry Rosenberg 
Doug Sanders
Madeline Sayet
Elizabeth G. Shapiro
Linda Shelton 
Tyra Bryant Sidberry
Stephen Weiner &  

Donald Cornuet
Marco Werman
Bill Whelan &  

Megan Gates

UP TO $249
Jonathan Abbott &  

Shari Malyn
Magdalena Abrego
AmazonSmile
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous 
Anonymous
Cathy Arden 
Aunt Diane 
Tobias Baskin
Jackie Blombach
Sebastian & Susan 

Bonaiuto 
Bill & Ruth Botzow 
Paul K. Broder &  
Susan M. Wieczorek

Roger & Carol Brooks
Louise Bruyn 
Rebecca Bruyn &  

Cindy Rosenbaum 
Taylor Ho Bynum
Dr. Lou & Brenda Caplan 
Mary F. Caron
Lois Chalmers
Edwige Charlot
Jug Chokshi
Ciena
Brooke Collison 
Kathleen Costa
Lisa J. Crowley
Deborah &  

Laurence Curtis
Carolyn Deuel

Nancy E. Doble
Claudia Edwards &  

David Levin
David Fanger &  

Martin Wechsler 
Ana Flores 
Stephanie Fortunato
Barbara Francisco
Bruce Gertz
Jennifer Gilman 
Paul Haggett & Co
Hampden Country 

Registry of Deeds 
Sunshine Club

Phyllis Hershman 
Victor Herzberg
Janet Hood &  

Merry Morse 
Ryan & Michael Hvizda
Cheryl Ikemiya 
Jamie Isaacson
Rujvi Kamat
Julie Kaplan
Douglas & Toni-Marie 

Keith
Stacy Klein &  

Carlos Uriona 
Jared Kolpen
Angie Lane
Ann & Richard Lane
Margaret Lawrence 
Karen B. LeFevre &  
Jim LeFevre

Kate Leuba
Ginnie Lupi
Linda-Jeanne Mack
Steve McCormack
William McIntire
Karole Mendelsohn
Elaine & Tom Mitchell
Cynthia Murray-Beliveau 
Jacob Padrón
Tony & Sue Pietricola 
Nadyan A. Pimentel
Marc & Elise Randazzo
Melissa Richmond
Robert A. Richter
Pat and Paul Riseman
Peter & Libby Robbie

Seth Salinger
William Shock
Jean Strong
Quita & Mark Sullivan 
Katie Swimm, Jeff 

Mitchell, Amelia Boyce 
Munson, & Katie Esser

Pamela Tatge &  
Jerry Zinser

Sharon & Chris Timmel
Urban Reactor Foundation
Kathleen Weiler 
Phyllis S. Wishnie
Carrie E. Zaslow &  

Peter Quattromani

GIFTS IN KIND
Arts Consulting Group 

(ACG)
Asana
Bill Bragin
Hotjar
Salesforce
Lisa Wong & Lynn Chang

SUPPORT NEFA 
NEFA is a nonprofit 501(c)(3)  
working in partnership with the 
National Endowment for the Arts  
and the six state arts agencies of  
New England. Additional funding  
from individual donors, and from 
public and private institutions, is 
critically important to realizing  
our mission.

To make a gift or to learn more  
about NEFA’s work, please visit 
us at nefa.org/donate, or call our 
development department at  
617-865-1846.

Choreography by Sarah Duclos at the New England Now 
Dance Platform, photo by Olivia Moon Photography
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Min Jung Kim 
She/Her/Hers 
Saint Louis Art Museum 
St. Louis, MO

Erinn King 
She/Her/Hers 
Payden & Rygel 
Boston, MA

Angie Lane 
She/Her/Hers 
Red River Theatres 
Concord, NH

Ginnie Lupi 
She/Her/Hers 
New Hampshire State 
Council on the Arts, 
Concord, NH

Lynne McCormack 
She/Her/Hers 
Rhode Island State 
Council on the Arts 
Providence, RI

Frank Mitchell 
He/Him/His 
Cultural Organizer  
New Haven, CT

Karen Mittelman 
She/Her/Hers 
Vermont Arts Council 
Montpelier, VT

Barbara E. Murphy 
She/Her/Hers 
Burlington, VT

Chip Newell 
He/Him/His 
NewHeight Group 
Portland, ME

Chris Newell 
(Passamaquoddy) 
He/Him/His 
Akomawt Educational 
Initiative 
Mashantucket, CT

Madeline Sayet 
(Mohegan) 
She/Her/Hers 
Yale Indigenous 
Performing Arts Program 
Mystic, CT

Elizabeth Shapiro 
She/Her/Hers 
Office of the Arts, 
Connecticut Dept. 
of Economic and 
Community Development 
Hartford, CT

Pamela Tatge 
She/Her/Hers 
Jacob’s Pillow Dance 
Becket, MA

	

ADVISORY COUNCIL

David Howse, Co-Chair 
He/Him/His 
ArtsEmerson 
Boston, MA

Liana Krupp, Co-Chair 
She/Her/Hers 
Krupp Family Foundation 
Boston, MA

Rhonda Kay Alak 
Anderson  
(Iñupiaq – Athabaskan) 
She/Her/Hers 
Ohketeau Cultural Center

Christal Brown 
She/Her/Hers 
INSPIRIT dance company 
Vermont

Taylor Ho Bynum 
He/Him/His 
Dartmouth College 
Hanover, NH/ 
Windsor, VT

Shoshona Currier 
She/Her/Hers 
Bates Dance Festival 
Lewiston, ME

Kara Elliott-Ortega 
She/Her/Hers 
City of Boston 
Boston, MA

Stephanie Fortunato 
She/Her/Hers 
Global Cultural  
Districts Network 
Providence, RI

Orlando Hernández 
He/Him/His 
Performer, Teacher,  
and Writer 
Providence, RI

Elizabeth A. Jabar 
She/Her/Hers 
Colby College 
Waterville, ME

Adriane Jefferson 
She/Her/Hers 
City of New Haven 
New Haven Festivals 
New Haven, CT

Alyce Lee 
She/Her/Hers 
Boston, MA

Jacob Padrón 
He/Him/His 
Long Wharf Theatre/ 
The Sol Project 
New Haven, CT

Melissa Richmond 
She/Her/Hers 
West Claremont Center 
for Music and the Arts 
Claremont, NH

Lawrence Simpson 
He/Him/His 
Berklee College of  
Music (retired) 
Boston, MA

Kerry Thompson 
She/Her/Hers 
Silent Rhythms, Inc. 
Disability Rights Fund 
Boston, MA

	

ACCESSIBILITY 
COMMITTEE

Todd Hanson 
He/Him/His 
JSA Inc 
Portsmouth, NH

Michael Jordan 
He/Him/His 
Adobe 
Newton, MA

Toby MacNutt 
They/Them/Theirs 
artist/consultant 
Burlington, VT

Elizabeth Shapiro 
She/Her/Hers 
Office of the Arts, 
Connecticut Dept. 
of Economic and 
Community Development 
Hartford, CT

	

ADDITIONAL 
COMMITTEE 
SERVICE

Pamela Diamantis 
She/Her/Hers 
Curbstone Financial 
Management Corp 
Manchester, NH

Matthew Wilson 
He/Him/His 
Discovering Justice 
Boston, MA

STAFF

Jessica Wong Camhi 
She/Her/Hers 
Program Coordinator, 
Public Art

Kamaria Carrington 
They/Them/Theirs 
Program Officer,  
Public Art

Jug Chokshi 
He/Him/His 
Interim Executive Director

Falyn Elhard 
They/Them/Theirs 
Program Coordinator, 
New England Presenting 
& Touring

Steven Fenton 
He/Him/His 
Human Resources & 
Operations Director

Jeffrey Filiault 
They/Them/Theirs 
Communications 
Manager

Indira Goodwine-Josias 
She/Her/Hers 
Program Director, Dance

Kristin Gregory 
She/Her/Hers 
Program Manager, Dance

Daniela Jacobson 
She/Her/Hers 
Program Manager, New 
England Presenting & 
Touring

Cheri Opperman 
She/Her/Hers 
Grants Manager, Dance

Adrienne Petrillo 
She/Her/Hers 
Senior Program Director, 
New England Presenting 
& Touring, Center Stage

Jane Preston 
She/Her/Hers 
Deputy Director, 
Programs & Accessibility 
Coordinator

Leilani Ricardo 
She/Her/Hers 
Program Officer, Theater

Dee Schneidman 
She/Her/Hers 
Senior Program Director, 
Research & Creative 
Economy

Derek Schwartz 
He/Him/His 
Program Officer, Theater

Sarah Silva 
She/Her/Hers 
Development Manager

Abby Southwell 
She/Her/Hers 
Technology & Data 
Director

Kelsey Spitalny 
She/Her/Hers 
Program Manager,  
Center Stage

Quita Sullivan, JD 
(Montaukett/Shinnecock) 
Nákum/They/She  
Senior Program Director, 
Theater

Kim Szeto 
She/Her/Hers 
Program Director,  
Public Art

Natalya Tausanovitch 
She/Her/Hers 
Program Administrator, 
Creative Economy

Sharon Timmel 
She/Her/Hers 
Development Director

Elizabeth Timmerman 
She/Her/They/Them 
Technology & Data 
Administrator

Ann Wicks 
She/Her/Hers 
Communications Director

Annie Yang-Perez 
She/Her/Hers 
Senior Executive Affairs & 
Special Projects Officer
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BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 

John E. Henry, Chair 
He/Him/His 
MarlinSpike, LLC 
Weston, MA

Carrie Zaslow, Vice 
Chair/Treasurer 
She/Her/Hers 
Providence  
Revolving Fund 
Providence, RI

Iván Espinoza-Madrigal, 
Secretary 
He/Him/His 
Lawyers for Civil Rights 
Boston, MA

Magdalena Abrego 
She/Her/Hers 
Guitarist/Teaching  
Artist | INPUT/OUTPUT 
Boston, MA

Michael Bobbitt 
He/Him/His 
Mass Cultural Council 
Boston, MA

Edwige Charlot 
She/Her/They/Them 
Artist/Alliance of Artists 
Communities 
Providence, RI

Dawn Gibson-Brehon 
She/Her/Hers 
SUNY Purchase College 
New Haven, CT/ 
Purchase, NY

David Greenham 
He/Him/His 
Maine Arts Commission 
Augusta, ME

Douglas Keith 
He/Him/His 
Lincolnshire Advisors 
Eliot, ME

shawni collins performs at the New England Now  
Dance Platform, photo by Olivia Moon Photography
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 
COMMITTEES, 
COUNCILS, & STAFF

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING 
OUTGOING BOARD MEMBERS FOR 
THEIR SERVICE: 

Amy Zell Ellsworth, Randall Rosenbaum, 
and Ted Wendell.



1000 Washington Street, Second Floor, Boston, MA 02118 
Traditional lands of the Massachuset and the Wampanoag Peoples

www.nefa.org

NEFA invests in artists and communities and fosters equitable 
access to the arts, enriching the cultural landscape in New England 
and the nation. NEFA accomplishes this by granting funds to artists 
and cultural organizations; connecting them to each other and their 
audiences; and analyzing their economic contributions. NEFA serves 
as a regional partner for the National Endowment for the Arts, New 
England’s state arts agencies, and private foundations. 

https://www.nefa.org
https://www.nefa.org
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