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Christal Brown has the distinction of being many things. She endorses a short list of these attributes
that includes the titles mother, artist, educator, and disciple. Brown is most well known as a dancer and
choreographer due to her 20+ year career as a performer and artistic director. Brown describes herself as
a person with a servant heart and a workaholic mind, who has been used by dance to touch and be
touched by others. Brown grew up in a small, Eastern North Carolina town, where she frequently
accompanied her mother to NAACP, Black Caucus, and community board meetings. This early exposure
to social movements and communal responsibility undoubtedly has influenced Brown’s work both on and
off stage. As an undergraduate, Brown studied Dance and Business at the University of North Carolina at
Greensboro. Upon graduation, she went on to tour nationally and internationally with companies such as
Urban Bush Women, Bill T. Jones, Chuck Davis, and Liz Lerman before founding her own company,
INSPIRIT. Brown served as the Artistic Director of INSPIRIT for 10 years where she developed curriculum
for the New York Department of Education, choreographed over 75 performance works, created the
Liquid Strength training module for dance, and Project: BECOMING, a rites of passage program for
adolescent girls; before giving birth to the most complex and beautiful idea of her life, her 6-year old son
Gabe. While developing INSPIRIT Brown completed her MFA in New Media Art and Technology at Long
Island University; while simultaneously joining the faculty of Middlebury College in 2008. At Middlebury,
Brown currently chairs the Dance Program and serves as the Faculty Director of MiddCORE. Her dance
career continues to thrive: preforming with Bebe Miller Company, touring her evening length work The
Opulence of Integrity, and expanding her skillset as a regional affiliate with Actors, Models, and Talent
for Christ.

Taylor Ho Bynum is an accomplished performer, composer, and bandleader. He is the director of the
jazz and creative music ensemble at Dartmouth College, where he also teaches composition and
improvisation. His varied endeavors include leading his own bands (such as his long-running Sextet and
his 15-piece creative orchestra The PlusTet), his Acoustic Bicycle Tours (where he travels to concerts
solely by bike across thousands of miles) and his stewardship of Anthony Braxton’s Tri-Centric
Foundation (which he served as executive director from 2010-2018, producing and performing on many
major Braxton projects, including two operas and multiple festivals). Bynum has worked with legendary
figures such as Bill Dixon and Cecil Taylor and maintains current collaborative projects with forward
thinking peers like Tomas Fujiwara, Mary Halvorson, and Tomeka Reid, among others. He regularly
travels the globe to conduct explorations of new creative orchestra music and has taught workshops at
universities and festivals worldwide. Bynum’s writing has been published in the New Yorker, Point of
Departure and Sound American, and he has served as a panelist, board member and consultant for
leading arts organizations and individual artists. His work has received support from Creative Capital, the
Connecticut Office of the Arts, Chamber Music America, New Music USA, USArtists International, and the
Doris Duke Charitable Foundation. He received an M.A. in Music Composition in 2005 and a B.A., Honors
in Music, 1998 from Wesleyan University.

Amy Zell Ellsworth (Board Secretary) is a teacher, choreographer, artistic director, mentor, advocate and
philanthropist. Ms. Ellsworth moved to Boston in 1975 and taught at the Institute for Contemporary
Dance, Dance Circle, and Lesley College; was a choreographic assistant and danced for Sarah Caldwell’s
Boston Opera Company; and performed, choreographed and co-produced concerts with Dorothy
Hershkowitz. Together they formed Dancentral where Amy taught classes in technique, repertory and
choreographed. Through the mid-eighties, Ms. Ellsworth’s own company Zellsworth Dancers toured New
England and New York City, was on the New England Foundation for the Arts Touring Roster and Ms.
Ellsworth was awarded three choreographic fellowships from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. After
disbanding the company, she continued to teach both in studios and at local universities, performed with
Beth Soll, Dances by Isadora, and Daniel McCusker and began her involvement in other aspects of the
dance field. She served on the boards of Concert Dance Company, and Revels. In the late 90’s she joined
the board of Boston Dance Alliance, became president for 6 years and was instrumental in shaping the
future of the organization. Amy retired as a dancer in 2000, and worked for The Philanthropic Initiative,
a nonprofit advisory team that designs, carries out and evaluates philanthropic programs for individual
donors, families, foundations, and corporations until late 2011. She remains a Senior Fellow of TPl and
is the Board Chair of the National Immigrant Women's Advocacy Project (NIWAP) Inc.



Board Membership
June 2018 - June 2019
Bios

FOUNDATION FOR THE ARTS

Geoff Hargadon Geoff’s "suit-and-tie" role is Senior Vice President of Investments at UBS Financial
Services in Boston. He has been in the investment business since 1976; was Vice President at Merrill
Lynch from 1995 to 1999 and was at Kidder, Peabody and Company from 1982 to 1995. Geoff was
named one of the top 50 financial advisors in Massachusetts by Barron’s in 2008. His "jeans-and-
sneakers" life as a visual and graphic artist has brought him notoriety, particularly for Somerville Gates
(2005) and the ongoing Cash for Your Warhol campaign (2009). His interests extend to music,
photography, graphic design, and film and he has exhibited work both nationally and internationally. He
serves as an advisor to NEFA’s Fund for the Arts program and sits on NEFA’s Investment Committee as
well as the Advisory Committee of MIT’s List Visual Arts Center. A graduate of Harvard College, Geoff
and his wife live in Somerville, Massachusetts, and have two daughters.

John E. Henry has been principal at MarlinSpike LLC since August 2009, providing business and legal
consulting services to early stage companies and investor groups. John is also co-founder of Finite
Solutions, an early-stage healthcare start-up focused on improving efficiencies and outcomes in workers
compensation medical care. From 2014 to 2016, John was General Counsel of N-of-One, a Lexington-
based biotechnology company providing interpretation of molecular test results in oncology. From 2010
to 2013, John was a founding Director of Silverlining Holding Corp., a green technology pipeline
rehabilitation provider. Prior to John’s consulting and entrepreneurial work, he spent 11 years as Senior
Vice President and General Counsel of Investors Financial Services Corp., a publicly-held global financial
services company. John began his legal career at Testa, Hurwitz & Thibeault in Boston, representing
underwriters, venture capital funds and high-tech businesses in corporate, securities and intellectual
property matters. Before becoming a lawyer, John worked as a free-lance musician, was assistant
manager at the South Shore Music Circus and the Cape Code Melody Tent, and spent two years as a
software systems analyst at GTE. John has been a member of the Weston School Committee since 2015
and is also a member of the Business Advisory Council at Boston College Law School. John was a
member of the Board of Directors of the Arts & Business Council of Greater Boston for seven years, five
of those as chairman. John holds a Bachelor of Music from the Hartt School of Music and a Juris Doctor
from Boston College Law School.

Douglas (Doug) Keith (Board Treasurer) is Founder and President of Lincolnshire Financial Advisors, an
independent “boutique” advisory firm serving clients wherever they live, work and travel, situated in Eliot,
ME and Portsmouth, NH. In developing Lincolnshire, Keith wanted to create a firm where advisors and
clients are closely aligned, allowing them to focus on what matters-thoughtful planning and
management. Prior to Lincolnshire, Doug held positions with Pricewaterhouse Coopers, Mellon Financial,
Delta Investment Group and Morgan Stanley. He is a graduate of Boston College where he received his
B.S. in Finance. Keith called upon his financial background and his passion for music composition in the
creation of TunesOnTour, which helps artists connect with fans and leverage live music sales while on
tour. In his spare time, Doug is an active volunteer in both New Hampshire and Maine. He served as a
member of the Economic Development Committee for Eliot, ME and as Treasurer of the Kittery Point
Yacht Club. In New Hampshire, Keith has been involved with the Portsmouth Chamber of Commerce as a
member of the Business Development Committee. He currently serves as Board Chair for Finance for 3S
Artspace a nonprofit alternative arts organization that combines midsize flexible performance space, a
non-commercial gallery with affordable artist studios above and a restaurant serving as a local hub in
Portsmouth.

Ginnie Lupi was appointed the Executive Director of the New Hampshire State Council on the Arts in
August 2014, following 8+ years leading a multi-county arts services organization in the Finger Lakes
Region of New York State. A working visual artist, she has a long professional history in nonprofit
organization management, grant writing and fundraising, statewide trade association leadership, and
public policy analysis. Ginnie holds an MFA in painting from The University at Albany, BS in visual art
from Skidmore College, and BA and MA in political science from the College of Saint Rose.

Karen Mittelman began her role as executive director of the Vermont Arts Council on October 16, 2017.
She was previously director of the Division of Public Programs at the National Endowment for the
Humanities in Washington, D.C. Mittelman brings to the Arts Council more than 30 years of experience
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in the public sector and the federal cultural arena. She held a senior position at the National Museum of
American Jewish History in Philadelphia and served as curator at the Smithsonian Institution in
Washington. Mittelman received a bachelor’s degree in American civilization and a doctorate in U.S.
history from the University of Pennsylvania. She taught at the University of Pennsylvania and American
University and is a published author.

Barbara E. Murphy served as president of the Community College of Vermont and its sister, Johnson
State College, for 20 years. While at Johnson State, she presided over expansions of both science and
arts programs. The Visual Arts Center grew to include the digital arts, an artist-in-residence program,
and studio space for students. The Performing Arts added a major in Musical Theater early in her time at
JSC. Barbara was presented the Eleanor M. McMahon Award for Lifetime Achievement from the New
England Board of Higher Education in 2016. A published poet, her work has appeared in several literary
journals including, Green Mountains Review, New England Review and Michigan Quarterly Review. She is
a Pushcart Prize nominee and recipient of a Vermont Council on the Arts fellowship. Her collection of
poems Almost Too Much was published by Cervena Barva Press in 2015. She holds an undergraduate
degree from The Catholic University of America, an M.S. degree in Community Development from
Southern lllinois University and an MFA in writing from Warren Wilson MFA Program for Writers.

Chip Newell is a principal in The NewHeight Group, a real estate development and marketing consulting
firm. Chip has been on the board of CEl Notes for several years and is currently on the board of CEIl. He is
also on the board and Treasurer of The Maine Center of Economic Development, on the board and
treasurer of Community Housing of Maine, on the finance committee for the Boothbay Region Land Trust
and serves on the Maine Community Foundation Cumberland County Committee. In his leisure time Chip
and his wife Susan Morris enjoy all Portland and Maine have to offer, from attending dance, theatre and
music performances and gallery exhibits to paddling, sailing, biking and hiking the outdoors.

Kristina Newman-Scott is the newly appointed president of BRIC, which presents programs in
contemporary art, performing arts, and video that reflect the creativity and diversity of Brooklyn. BRIC
also advances and nurtures emerging voices and works-in-progress by local artists and media makers.
BRIC supports open access to arts and media by making programs available without charge or at very low
cost, through education and public programs, and by enabling and amplifying individual and community
voices. Before joining BRIC, Kristina was a visual artist, creative strategies consultant, and a television
and radio producer in Jamaica, where she was born and raised. She made history as the first immigrant
and first woman of color to serve as the Director of Culture and State Historic Preservation Officer for the
State of Connecticut, where she oversaw the state’s economic and community development grant-
making, programs and services related to art, culture and historic preservation. Previously, Newman-
Scott served as the Director of Marketing, Events and Cultural Affairs for the City of Hartford; Director of
Programs at the Boston Center for the Arts; and Director of Visual Arts at Hartford's Real Art Ways. Ms.
Newman-Scott’s awards and recognitions include a 2018 Connecticut Women’s Education & Legal Fund,
Woman of Inspiration; a 2017 Writers Block, ACE Awardee; Hartford Business Journal Forty Under 40; a
National Arts Strategies Creative Community Fellow; a Hive Global Leadership selectee; and a Next City,
Urban Vanguard. Ms. Newman-Scott has served on the boards of the National Assembly of State Arts
Agencies, The Connecticut Forum, and the New England Foundation for the Arts as well the Americans
for the Arts Private Sector Council. She has been a TEDx speaker, visiting curator, guest lecturer, or
featured presenter at colleges, universities, organizations and events across the country and
internationally.

Julie Richard is the Executive Director at the Maine Arts Commission. She most recently held the
position of president & CEO of the West Valley Arts Council in the West Valley of Phoenix, Arizona. Before
that she was the executive director of the Metropolitan Arts Council in Greenville, South Carolina. She is
noted for her ability to take organizations to the next level and has done that wherever she has worked.
Julie earned BS degrees in Psychology and Music (Voice) and a MA in Business (Arts Administration) all
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Previous positions include managing director of Tulsa Opera
in Tulsa, Oklahoma; managing director of Syracuse Opera in Syracuse, New York; executive director of
the Cayuga Community College Foundation in Auburn, New York; and director of external relations at the
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Frank Lloyd Wright Preservation Trust in Oak Park, lllinois. She has extensive experience in development,
strategic planning, arts education and organizational development. Julie was a member of Valley
Leadership’s Class XXXI and a past chair and member of the National Arts Education Council for
Americans for the Arts. She was most recently a member of the WESTMARC Board of Directors, the City of
Avondale’s Municipal Arts Committee, the AZ Citizens/Action for the Arts Board of Directors, and the
City of Surprise’s Arts & Culture Board. She was also on the research committee for AZ Town Hall. Her
past board service includes the Greenville Convention and Visitors Bureau, South Carolina Arts Alliance,
the Greater Greenville Chamber of Commerce, Leadership Greater Syracuse, Junior League of Syracuse,
and the National Society of Fund Raising Executives (CNY Chapter).

Randall Rosenbaum is the Executive Director of the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts, a position
he has held since January 1995. From 1984 to January 1995 Mr. Rosenbaum served in a variety of
capacities at the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, including Deputy Director and Director of the Dance
and Presenting Organizations Programs. He has a Bachelor of Music Education degree from Temple
University in Philadelphia, and has managed orchestras and non-profit arts organizations in Florida,
Georgia, North Carolina and Ohio. Mr. Rosenbaum has served as a site visitor and panelist for the
National Endowment for the Arts in the Dance, Theatre, Musical Theatre/Opera and State and Regional
Programs, and as a panelist for the state arts agencies of New York, New Jersey, Maryland, Connecticut
and Massachusetts, as well as for the Mid-Atlantic Arts Foundation, the Heinz Endowment of Pittsburgh,
and Cuyahoga Arts & Culture in Cleveland, OH. Mr. Rosenbaum has also taught arts administration
courses, classes and seminars at Brown University and Rhode Island College. He serves on the board of
the New England Foundation for the Arts, and has served on the board of the National Assembly of State
Arts Agencies. A practicing musician, Mr. Rosenbaum has sung professionally in churches and
synagogues, and with performing ensembles throughout the East Coast.

Larry Simpson (Board Chair) is senior vice president for academic affairs and provost at Berklee College
of Music. In this role, he is responsible for Berklee’s three academic divisions (Professional Performance,
Professional Writing and Music Technology and Professional Education), institutional research and
assessment, graduate studies, concert operations, special programs, the library and learning resources,
and faculty development. He also serves as the executive producer for the Berklee Beantown Jazz
Festival. Dr. Simpson is active in the arts and higher education communities and he has served as a
panelist numerous times for the National Endowment for the Arts, Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation, and Arts
International among others.

Ann Smith (Board Vice Chair) is the Executive Director of Featherstone Center for the Arts on Martha’s
Vineyard. Featherstone is a year-round arts center providing gallery shows, art classes for children
beginning at age three to teens as well as adult workshops in all mediums: ceramics, collage, drawing,
fiber, mixed media, painting, photography, print making, sculpture, music and technology. Featherstone
is also home to several annual special events such as Musical Mondays, Thursday Night Jazz, the Flea &
Fine Arts Markets, the Summer Festival of Poetry, the Photographers Salons, the Art of Chocolate Festival
and the Holiday Gift Show. Ann Smith joined Featherstone in 2007 and was named the Executive Director
in September 2010. Ann also is Chair of the Arts Martha's Vineyard Steering Committee, the Island’s arts
and culture collaborative organization. Since October 2010, Ann serves as the leader, convener, planner
and collaborator for year-round arts programming and cultural events especially the Fall for the Arts and
Spring for the Arts creative economy marketing campaigns. Ann will receive the Massachusetts Tourism
Award in May 2015. The award is given to those who exemplify the best in tourism and hospitality
throughout Massachusetts.

Pamela Tatge was appointed Director of Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival in the spring of 2016. Pam
previously served as the Director of Wesleyan University’s Center for the Arts (CFA). She is interested in
elevating the place of art in higher education in ways that innovatively strengthen teaching, student
learning and artmaking. Previously, Pam spent ten years at New Haven’s Long Wharf Theatre as Director
of Development. In 2003, Pam heard Liz Lerman speak about her interest in developing a new work
about the repercussions of genetic research. She invited Liz to meet with dance faculty and scientists at
Wesleyan and over the next three years worked to produce a research & development/teaching residency
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for Liz Lerman a team of Wesleyan faculty that assisted in the development of Ferocious Beauty: Genome
(FBG). The CFA became the lead commissioner of FBG and it premiered at Wesleyan in February of 2006.
In 2010, Pam received the William Dawson Award from the Association of Performing Arts Presenters
(APAP). The award is given to an individual or organization in the presenting field for sustained
leadership, innovation and vision in program design, audience building and community involvement
efforts. It was the first time in more than a decade that a university arts presenter received the award.
Pam worked closely with Sam Miller (former NEFA Executive Director) in the creation of the Institute for
Curatorial Practice and Performance (ICPP). Together they worked over several years with Wesleyan’s
faculty and practitioners from the field, refining a pilot certificate program that started in the summer of
2011. The certificate is a nine-month low-residency program punctuated by three on-campus intensives.
In 2014, Wesleyan’s Board of Trustees approved a two-year MA in Performance Curation — the first of its
kind in the world — a center for the academic study of the presentation and contextualization of
contemporary performance. Poised between graduate programs in curatorial studies, museum studies,
arts administration, performance studies, and the humanities, ICPP offers its students a graduate-level
education in innovative and relevant curatorial approaches to developing and presenting time-based art.

Edward (Ted) Wendell has been involved in the investment management business since 1985 when he
began supporting Hakan Castegren, founder of the Northern Cross investment philosophy. In 2003, he
became a founding partner and portfolio manager for Northern Cross, LLC. Wendell is a graduate of
Harvard College and holds an MA in mathematics from the University of Washington. Prior to his years in
Investment Management, Wendell held appointments as Head of Admissions and Dean of Students at
Marlboro College in Marlboro, VT and now serves as a Trustee on the college’s board. Ted is determined
to make a difference in his hometown of Milton, MA and the surrounding region. He has been hard at
work as a Trustee for both the Milton Land Conservation Trust and his alma mater, Milton Academy.
From 2004-2009, Wendell co-chaired the Advisory Board for the American Repertory Theatre. He
currently serves as Director and Treasurer for the Poverty Alleviation Fund and as a member of the
Founders Council for ArtsEmerson. Ted serves as chair of the NEFA Investment Committee.

Marco Werman is host and Executive Editor of the Public Radio International-BBC daily co-production The
World, broadcast out of WGBH, Boston. He has been in journalism since he was 16. A former Peace
Corps volunteer, Werman got his start in radio in the late 1980s while freelancing in Burkina Faso, West
Africa for the BBC World Service. In 1991, he helped start a community station in upstate New York
where he was news director, and created and hosted the two-hour morning drive show. He later reported
from Rome, Italy for Monitor Radio. In 1995, Werman helped create the format for the daily international
news program The World where he has been ever since. In 1997, he began providing the daily
punctuation mark for The World in the “Global Hit” segment in which musicians and musical trends
around the globe are linked to the news. He took that reporting to Frontline, and won an Emmy for his
2006 report “Libya Out of the Shadow.”

Dr. Lisa Wong is a physician, musician, arts advocate and author dedicated to the healing arts of music
and medicine. She has been a pediatrician at Milton Pediatric Associates for nearly 30 years and is an
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics at Harvard Medical School. As Past President of the Longwood Symphony
Orchestra, a Boston-based ensemble of health care providers that combines music, medicine and service,
she established the Healing Art of Music Program that helps raise awareness and funds for medical
nonprofits in the community. In 2012, she published her first book, Scales to Scalpels: Doctors who
practice the healing arts of Music and Medicine with writer Robert Viagas, chronicling the unique mission
and development of the LSO. A lifelong arts education advocate, Dr. Wong currently serves on the board
of the Conservatory Lab Charter, and is on the Leadership Council of Boston Creates and the BPS Arts
Initiative. She was previously a board member of the Massachusetts Cultural Council, Young Audiences of
Massachusetts and the Boston Landmarks Orchestra. She is a co-founder of the Arts and Humanities
Initiative at Harvard Medical School and Boston Arts Consortium for Health (BACH). She earned her A.B.,
magna cum laude in East Asian Studies from Harvard University in 1979 and M.D. from NYU School of
Medicine in 1983.
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Carrie Zaslow is Executive Director of the Providence Revolving Fund. Zaslow formerly served as a
Program Officer at Rhode Island LISC (Local Initiatives Support Corporation). In this role, Carrie was
responsible for overseeing the Neighborhood Development Fund, where she provided technical
assistance to organizations to help them develop organizationally, fiscally, and in the programs they
provide. Acting as a “shadow developer,” Rhode Island LISC provides assistance to ensure that
investments lead to projects that are well structured, appropriately financed, built on time and on
budget. Carrie began her career in community development at the Rhode Island Commission for Human
Rights where she held the position of Fair Housing Education and Outreach Project Manager. She was
later named Director of the Homeownership Connection, a division of the Housing Network of RI, where
she was responsible for statewide pre-and post purchase homeownership training and counseling.
During her time at the Housing Network Carrie created an award-winning foreclosure program that
offered a comprehensive approach for families exiting out of homeownership. This program continues to
be used as a best practice by NeighborWorks©America. Zaslow holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree from
Northern Michigan University in Metalsmithing and a Master of Fine Arts from the Rhode Island School of
Design in Jewelry and Light Metals. Carrie has shown her jewelry and sculpture throughout the United
States and Europe. She has been an art educator, teaching from kindergarten through college level. She
was appointed to the Urban League of Rhode Island Board of Directors in 1999. She is an active member
of the Rhode Island Coalition for Affirmative Action, the Providence RISD Alumni Association and the
American Association of Museums, Providence: Museum and Community Dialogue.



